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NECROLOGY. 



McDonald Furman, a member of the South Carolina His- 
torical Society, died at his home, Cornhill plantation, near 
Privateer, Sumter County, South Carolina, on the evening 
of Friday, February 19, 1904. He was born on the same 
plantation, March 1, 1863, and was eldest son of the late 
Dr. John H. Furman and Susan Miller, his second wife, 
and was the great-grand-son of Rev. Richard Furman, 
D. D., the distinguished divine of Charleston. His maternal 
grand-father was Col. John B. Miller, of Sumter District. 
The late Parish Furman, of Georgia, was his half 
brother. His first schooling was obtained at home and in 
the common schools of the neighborhood. He attended 
the Greenville Military Institute in the early eighties, 
and in 1882 entered the South Carolina College, and 
was sometime one of the editors of the College maga- 
zine. At an early age he began to take a devoted interest in 
historical and ethnological studies, and his work on archae- 
ological, anthropological and ethnological matters in this 
section has attracted the attention of scientists of note. 
His special hobby, the "Redbones", was considered by the 
uninformed as the useless fad of an enthusiast, but to the 
trained scientists at the Smithsonian and elsewehere it ap- 
peared in an altogether different light, and the Government's 
investigators have on more than one occasion availed them- 
selves of his knowledge and published his observations. But 
he did not confine himself exclusively to this branch of his- 
torical science. He showed a lively interest in general his- 
tory and particularly in the history of his own State and the 
historic people thereof. He travelled all over the State and 
familiarized himself with everything pertaining to the State. 
He often delivered lectures before schools or societies and 
tried to enthuse everyone with whom he came in contact 
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with State love and State pride. He was constantly sug- 
gesting the erection of monuments or the celebration of con- 
spicuous anniversaries. Of especial moment in this respect 
were his suggestions for celebrating in 1891 the centennial 
anniversary of the meeting of the General Assembly of South 
Carolina at Columbia, and the one hundredth anniversary of 
the birth of Bancroft. Mr. Furman always showed a kindly 
spirit of aid and encouragement toward the negroes. When- 
ever a negro accomplished something of note and it came 
to Mr. Furman's attention he was certain to report it in the 
newspapers with a friendly comment. He took an active 
part in the politics of his county, and was a candidate for the 
House of Representatives in 1900. He was also a member 
of the Southern History Association, and made several con- 
tributions to its quarterly magazine. 



Captain Joseph Blyth Allston, a member of the South 
Carolina Historical Society, died suddenly in Anderson, 
South Carolina, while on a visit to his daughter, the wife of 
Rev. Wm. N. Meade, of that city, January 29, 1904. He 
was the son of Gen. Joseph Allston, at whose plantation, 
"Waverly", he was born, February 8, 1833. His parents 
died when he was very young and he was brought up by his 
uncle. Governor R. F. W. Allston. He was graduated from 
the South Carolina College in the class of 185 1, and gave 
the general public, in his student days, indications of his 
aptitude for letters by publishing an admirable sketch of the 
Hon. George McDuffie. He studied law in Charleston in 
the office of the Hon. James L. Petigru, and, after admission 
to the Bar in 1854. resided abroad for several years, quick- 
ening his imagination and storing his mind with the art and 
literature of the Old World. 

In March, 1857, he married Miss Mary North, a niece of 
his friend and preceptor, Mr. Petigru, and thereafter, until 



